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History of the Packard Camp
By Will Biddle

Tuberculosis was the Covid-19 pandemic of the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. It ran rampant in large cities, whose air
quality compromised all who lived in them, even the

wealthy. Although not highly contagious, doctors of the time sus-
pected it was carried in the spittle of the coughs of the sick. Dr. Ed-
ward Livingston Trudeau proved it at his laboratory in the village
of Saranac Lake.

George R. Packard’s mother-in-law and one of his sister-in-laws
were diagnosed with tuberculosis. Sometime in 1901 or ‘02, the
two women took the train from Philadelphia to Saranac Lake and
became patients of Dr. Trudeau at the Trudeau Sanitarium in
Saranac Lake. In the summer of 1903, George and Elizabeth
Packard rented a home in Lake Placid so they could visit them.

In 1904, the Upper Saranac Lake Association (USLA) leased
and then sold them a property on the north end of Upper Saranac
Lake, nestled between Camp Hoioken, owned by George Runkle,
one of the owners of the USLA (The Saranac Inn), and Camp San-
danona, owned by the Chandlers. There were probably two build-
ings on the property: a one story boat house and an ice house. At
first the Packards with their children and their staff of Irish maids
lived in platform tents. These tents were common throughout the
country at the time. They consisted of a level, raised, wood frame

platform with the framework of a structure built on top of the
platform. There was no sheathing on the walls or on the roof. In
the early summer, canvas was pulled tight over the framework
and nailed to the framing. After the summer residents went
home, the canvas was removed and stored in the boathouse for
use the next year.

Despite these primitive sounding conditions, the Packards
dressed in formal attire every day and had their meals prepared for
them by their staff, who cooked them outside and drew water from
the lake.

In the summer of 1905, the Irish maids announced that they
would not be returning with their employers the following summer
because they heard wild animals outside their tent at night, and
they were too afraid to sleep.

George and Elizabeth, therefore, purchased slightly less than
two acres from the USLA, between the Chandlers and the Runkles,
hired an architect and had a modest camp built. The camp con-
sisted of six bedrooms and a great room: two bedrooms in the
Main Cabin along with the great room, two in a separate Sleeping
Cabin, plus a two bedroom Maids Cabin. This latter building was
to be the first building constructed so that the maids would return
with them to the Adirondacks.

Camp Hasanoanda
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President’s Letter
Larry Koch

Like us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/UpperSaranac

Happy spring! The ice is out, mud season has passed, the bugs are swarming, the sun
shines between rain, cold snaps and snow flurries – and we just can’t wait to get there! Yes
we are closer to summer than winter. Before you know it, docks go in, boats float again and
time in an Adirondack chair, cocktail in hand is just around the corner. You can almost
taste another summer on the lake!

You might remember way back in 2018, the USLA board wrote a new Mission state-
ment for the Association: The Upper Saranac Lake Association’s mission is to enhance the
overall quality of life for the Upper Saranac Lake area community.Quality of life means a lot
of things but to the Board, it means protecting the environment, teaching safety courses,
conducting culturally educating fun events, communicating with members and yes, a few
parties when we are allowed to do that sort of thing. We expect the summer of 2021 to be
all of that and more. You can read about many of these activities elsewhere in this issue of
the Mailboat.

Be sure to catch the Government Affairs section of this Mailboat for very relevant
actions being taken to protect our lake environment. It is important that the needs of
both private and commercial development in the watershed are balanced with our in-
vestments in our camps and lake water quality. We will keep you informed via the Mail-
boat and website.

The biggest news this spring is a reorganization of….. the USLAData Base!Data Base?
—Wait, What?? That’s right; there are big changes to the USLA Data Base because we are
making changes to the USLAwebsite (www.uppersaranac.com). Changes include how you
pay annual dues, register for membership and manage your personal information. Expect
sometime in June, you will be able to log into www.uppersaranac.com using your own user
ID and password, pay dues via credit card or PayPal, change your address and phone num-
ber, even pay dues for family members, all from your home computer! No more forms to
print, complete and mail in with a check – unless you still want to. Yes, the Data Base had
to be reorganized to accommodate these changes. We will send out more information
about how you can get started in the very near future. Thank the Communications com-
mittee for lots of hard work this past few months. And to be sure, USLA will never sell or
release your personal info to any third party for any reason.

Lastly, be sure to save July 10 and August 14 for our two annual USLA summer meet-
ings. It’s looking like the July 10th meeting will be virtual but we are working on an in-per-
son meeting outdoors for the Annual Meeting in August. More info to come when it’s
available.

We look forward to seeing you this summer on the lake!
Larry Koch
President

First Place Award!!!
“Congratulations! The NYSFOLA newsletter judges have awarded the Upper

Saranac Lake Association's "Mailboat" first place in the Large Lake Association news-
letter contest.”

This announcement was received in April and the award was "presented" during the
2021 NYSFOLA Virtual Annual Conference on Friday April 30th as part of the NYSFOLA
membership meeting

NYSFOLA—NYS Federation of Lake Associations — sent a beautiful crystal engraved
as follows:

2021 Newsletter Contest
1st Place

USLAMailboat

We are thankful for the recognition. The award will be on display at our next in person
Membership meeting.

The USLA Mailboat May 2021
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As we head into summer 2021, the COVID-19 pandemic is be-
coming more manageable as more of the population becomes vac-
cinated. However, with ongoing concerns about gathering in large
groups, the Cultural Affairs Committee has again planned activi-
ties to engage the USLA community while accommodating safety
concerns. Check out the events menu that follows and decide how
you’ll treat yourself!

The Seasons of Saranac Photography Contest
June 1- August 2

Celebrate this glorious part of the world that brings all of us
such pleasure! Talented amateur photographers are invited to sub-
mit photos to the USLA website in the following categories:
Wildlife, Landscape, People/Camp Life, Sports/Outdoor Activities,
Macro (close-up) and Humor. Photos from any season of the year
taken between Summer 2019 and August 2, 2021 are eligible. Visit
the website often to admire photos as they’re posted and vote for
the People’s Choice Award in August. Local photographer Burdette
Parks will serve as the contest judge. 1st, 2nd and 3rd places will be
recognized plus Honorable Mentions as considered appropriate by
the judge. Full details and rules appear on the USLA website:
www.uppersaranac.com

Virtual Fishing Derby
July 1-31

The derby is back with adult and youth divisions. Everyone in
the family can compete for bragging rights. Who’ll have the tallest
fish tale? Anglers will vie to see who can land the longest black bass,
lake trout, yellow perch, northern pike and sunfish. Be sure you
have your camera and a measuring device with you to document
your catch. Please help keep our watershed healthy by making sure
your boat is clean, drained and dry before launching. Contest entry
details can be found on the website:
www.uppersaranac.com

Check into a Grand Hotel of the Roaring 20’s:
Webinar and Virtual Happy Hour
July 15 at 5:30 p.m. *

Emerging from the ashes of World War I and the pandemic of
1918, the nation embarked on an age of excess. A new happy-go-
lucky generation was breaking social norms, and the word of the
day was “modern.” Much as people today seek escapes from the
hardships imposed by COVID-19, people a century ago sought
respite and diversion. Amy Catania will revisit Historic Saranac
Lake's 2017 Exhibit, "The Roaring Twenties: Check in to a Grand
Hotel." She will guide you through spaces of a grand hotel of the era
and describe changes that swept the Saranac Lakes area and the na-
tion.

Weekend Hike to Pa’s Falls
July 24 at 9:00 a.m. (Rain date - July 25) *

Join USLA on a hike to Pa’s Falls (also known as Winding Falls).
Meet your trail leader, Peter Skivington, at the trail head at 9 a.m.
for this moderate to easy 3 mile hike into one of the most beautiful
falls in the region.The hike passes through a variety of forest types,
a pond which has remarkable beaver dams, a fairly gentle climb
and ends at the Bog River and the falls. The hike can be a bit wet so
be prepared for that. Also bring along a snack and water. This hike

Summer Cultural Events Menu
Sally Ward, Cultural Affairs Chair

will be limited to 14 hikers so sign up early. More information and
directions to trail head can be found at
https://www.tupperlake.com/hiking/winding-falls

Mid-week Hike to Mt. Arab
August 11 @ 9 a.m. (Rain date- August 12) *

Mt. Arab is a short, enjoyable peak located about 6 miles west of
Tupper Lake. Meet hike leader, Steve Maikowski, at the trailhead at
9 a.m. With an easy to moderate, recently upgraded trail, Mt. Arab
at 2539’ is ideal for those who crave gain without pain.The summit
offers excellent views of the surrounding area, a classic fire tower,
and a small, sometimes open observer’s cabin. Southwest of the
summit is another rocky, open area with stunning vistas. Limit: 8
hikers.
*The webinar and hikes require pre-registration. Because many of

ourmembers’ plansmay change or be uncertain, please do not register
for these events now unless you’re sure of your plans or have no access
to internet at your summer residence. If that is the case, email
cultural@uppersaranac.com with your name, phone #, e-mail and #
in your party. All others, watch for the e-mail blasts that come out reg‐
ularly during the summer and sign up then.

Please thank the following Cultural Affairs Committee mem-
bers for all they do to plan summer events: Jan Butts, Nancy Co-
hen, Jan Daly, Beth Hall, Susan Hearn, Patty Koch, Ginny
Schwartz, Dale Skivington.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://www.uppersaranac.com
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According to my first-cousin-once-removed, Mamie Packard
Billings Blagden, George and his family (Mamie was their third
child) arrived in the summer of 1906 with the construction still un-
derway, but the Maids Cabin was almost completed. Unfortunately,
the Packards had only been there a day or two when the Maids
Cabin caught fire. As there were more than a dozen adults at camp,
including the carpenters, the Packards, and their domestic staff,
they formed a bucket brigade and after a short time put out the fire
and saved the Maids Cabin.

To remove the odor of burnt wood, its interior walls and ceiling
were painted.The staff stayed.There was, of course, no running wa-
ter or electricity. There were old fashioned china bidets (china
bowls in which one could relieve oneself during the night or during
inclement weather) and a commode (a chair with a china bowl un-
der the seat). Food preparation continued to be done outside.
Laundry probably was sent out. Kerosene lanterns provided light in
the evenings, and every Packard bedroom had a cast iron parlor
stove except the living room, which had a large masonry fireplace.
The windows in the Maids Cabin were ordinary, double-hung with
rectangular panes, but the windows in the Main Cabin and the
Sleeping Cabin all had triangular and/or hexagonal panes, com-
monly referred to as diamond-pane windows. The doors lites
matched the diamond-pane windows, and there were lots of win-
dows, twenty-five casement windows in the great room alone, and
each bedroom in the Sleeping Cabin had eight casement windows.
Every Packard bedroom had an exterior door that opened onto a
porch. The great room had two gigantic Dutch doors with dia-
mond-panes on the upper half that also opened onto porches. Like
most camps of the time, the walls as well as the roofs were shingled
in eastern white cedar. The three new buildings were supported on

masonry piers about eighteen inches above the ground.
The two buildings for the Packards were completed during the

summer of 1906. Earlier, a prefabricated one-room building was
erected for the carpenters to sleep in. It probably housed eight car-
penters on bunk beds.

Empowered by the success of their demands, the maids ex-
pressed a dissatisfaction with preparing food outside. So by 1909, a
kitchen had been added to the back (The front faced the lake.) of
the Main Cabin. One of the bedrooms in the Main Cabin was con-
verted to a dining room, and a bedroom was added to the far side
of the Sleeping Cabin. Also a second floor pagoda was added to the
top of the boathouse.

In 1909, George and Elizabeth either rented or allowed George’s
older brother Francis to use the camp. Dr. Francis (Frank) and his
wife Margaret (Rita), whom he married in 1904, their two girls un-
der the age of three, and their nanny visited Upper Saranac Lake for
the first time. Judging from the photographs they took, Frank and
Rita very much enjoyed their stay. As George and Elizabeth wanted
a larger camp than CampHasanoanda, this may have been a subtle,
but effective, way of selling their camp. Indeed their photos suggest
that George and Elizabeth may have been renting the Runkle camp
next door at the time.

Whatever the case, in 1916 Frank and Rita purchased Camp
Hasanoanda from George and Elizabeth, who had purchased
Camp Hoioken from George Runkle. Sometime, early in the 20th
century, one of the Packards named their camp Hasanoanda, after
Eli Parker, whose Seneca Indian name was Hasanoanda. Parker
was the first Native American appointed to a cabinet post. He was
Head of Indian Affairs under President Grant. Parker also was on
General Grant’s staff throughout the Civil War.

Packard Boathouse

History of The Packard Camp
Continued from page 1

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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By 1920, Frank and Rita had four daughters. When in 1926 the
Chandler Camp was sold to the Newbolds (Mike Ritchie’s grand-
parents), Frank and Rita purchased an additional 48-foot-wide
strip of land from the Newbolds with the intention of building a
separate cabin for themselves. Frank was now 56 and the veteran of
not just the Spanish American War, but also of the Great War. Dr.
Packard had returned home to his practice in Philadelphia just shy
of his 49th birthday, and my mother, Frances (Patsy), their fourth
daughter, was born nine months later.

In 1926, Frank and Rita embarked on a major remodeling of the
original camp.
• A pump house was built to house a three-point driven well and

the camp received indoor plumbing, consisting of 4½ baths.
• The camp was electrified, receiving its first electric refrigerator,

which my grandmother always referred to as the icebox.
• TheMain Cabin was connected to the Sleeping Cabin. The con-

necting piece housed a bath and a half.
• The Maids’ had a small addition housing a bathroom.
• A laundry building was added near the kitchen with a huge

soapstone triple sink and laundry stove to warm irons. Because
this building would be hot and steamy, the one-room building
had nine windows! It also contained a bathroom, intended to be
used by the caretaker, Charles Plumley, and by other workmen.
Charles spent so many nights, sleeping in the prefabricated one-
room cabin that the carpenters had slept in, that it became
known as the Guides Cabin.

• The Launch House was built next to the Boathouse to house
their new Cape Code launch.

• The Little Cabin, containing a large bedroom and a bathroom
was built close to the water, using twelve diamond-pane win-
dows and a large Dutch door with the top half comprised of di-
amond panes. This cabin also had a fireplace, which has never
failed to smoke up the cabin.

• A single-car garage was built, utilizing two diamond pane win-
dows removed from the Master bedroom. The windows were
replaced with French doors adjacent to the new bathroom in
what was now the bedroom wing.
My mother recalls these improvements being made in 1929, so

I suspect that it took several years for them to be completed. Some-
time before this, the caretaker had built a toolshed for himself next
to the ice house. These changes would be the last changes my
grandparents made to the camp. Dr. Packard died in 1950, when I
was two years old. My grandmother died in 1960.

Of course, 1929 marked the beginning of the Great Depression
and the end of the “Great Camp” era on the Lake. Not that Camp
Hasanoanda was ever a great camp, but the values of properties on
Upper Saranac, which had shown some signs of weakness in the
1920s, plunged in October 1929. Like the construction of the Rock-
efeller camp on Whitney Point and the John Dunlap Camp on
Markham Point, this major remodeling occurred right before the
market crashed.

In 1960, my parents Peyton and Frances Biddle bought the camp
from my grandmother’s estate for $12,000. None of my aunts were
willing to pay that much for the camp. In the short run, they made
a wise decision, for despite 31 years of decline, camps on Upper
Saranac would continue to decline in value for another decade or
more. During that time the recently closed Saranac Inn’s 3,000
acres were subdivided and sold at auction by Charles Vosburg. The
vacant buildings of the inn burned one-by-one, starting with the
dormitories for the help located where the parking for the boat
launch area is on Back Bay in 1964 and ending with the conflagra-
tion that consumed remnants of the six story inn itself in 1978.

Editor: Space limitations required a shortened article. The full
article by Will Biddle can be found on the USLA website
www.uppersaranac.com on the page “Our Favorite Things”

USLA Calendar 2021
June 1 – August 2 Seasons of Saranac Photography Contest *

July 1 – 31 Virtual Fishing Derby *

July 10 Membership Meeting Details to be announced

July 12 – 13 NYS Safe Boating Course Santa Clara Community Room

July 15 Grand Hotel of the Roaring 20’s Webinar *

July 24 Weekend Hike to Pa’s Falls * 9 AM

August 9 – 10 NYS Safe Boating Course Santa Clara Community Room

August 11 Midweek Hike to Mt. Arab * 9 AM

August 14 USLA Annual Meeting Details to be announced

*Note: Find additional information about these events in the Cultural Affairs article in this newsletter.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
https://www.uppersaranac.com
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Communications Committee
Lynne Perry, Chair

USLA Communications has several subcommittees. I would
like to recognize all of the work that is completed so that informa-
tion can be shared with members. If you are interested in being in-
volved in any of these activities, please contact Lynne for more in-
formation. We are thankful for all of the volunteers listed below
and members who share their time and expertise.

Bulletin Boards
There are 5 bulletin boards located around the lake area.

Michelle Brown Garcia coordinates the information and distrib-
utes to members who maintain the boards. The boards provide
USLA information for the public and members who do not have
internet connection. They are located at the following sites and
maintained by:

Golf Course – Michael Specht
Back Bay Boat Launch – Michael Specht
USL Marina (formerly Hickok’s) – Jon Landsberg
Panther Mtn. Road – Bill Mansfield
Bartlett Carry Road – Chris and Jim Crane

Facebook
Michael Bonheim manages the USLA Facebook page. You are

encouraged to submit photos and information.

USLAWebsite
Liz Evans is the website administrator. She coordinates the

information that is posted. You are encouraged to visit the web-
site to receive news about our Upper Saranac community. Sign
up for news alerts to receive timely notification about news
events and items on the Bulletin Board. Check the Membership
page to find out if you have paid your dues this year. Send your
photos, add your experiences and favorite places to share with
members. View the webcam to find out the weather when you
are not in residence. The webcam view is from Pelky Bay look-
ing toward the east past Eagle Island and Deer Island. If you
have a question use the contact email to find information.

As noted in the President’s letter, we are revising a portion of
the membership page to make it easier for you to update your
contact information, to pay your dues and to make reservations
for events and gatherings. When that revision is complete you
will receive a separate communication with specific details.
Watch for the updates!

Mailboat
Edited by Lynne, the Mailboat is published in print and online 3

times a year – October, February and May. We welcome articles
from members and include history, memories, photos and other
information of interest to our members. Committee Chairs, offi-
cers and zone chairs provide updated information about USLA ac-
tivities. During the summer — June through August — an
enewsletter is sent biweekly to all email addresses of members to
remind of activities and current information of note. M
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length range contains the highest number (32) of smallmouth bass
in the overall catch. These smallmouths are probably 6 and 7 years
old, and represent very strong year-classes. Again, cooperators
proved that Upper Saranac Lake continues to provide a high qual-
ity, premier, smallmouth bass fishery.

Although smallmouth bass dominated, 37 largemouth bass
were boated in the targeted catch. Slightly more than 0.17 large-
mouth bass were caught per hour in 2020. The largemouth catch
rate was identical to that of 2019.

One cooperator and his guests directed two outings at lake
trout, but caught none. Another cooperator caught a near 30-inch
northern pike on a mission specifically aimed at that species. The
majority of yellow perch caught by cooperators were in the 4- and
5-inch length ranges. One cooperator specifically targeted yellow
perch, and in three outings, he and his guests caught 32 fish. Both
yellow perch size-quality and incidental by-catch appear to be
trending downward.

The angler cooperators who contributed to this effort deserve
our many thanks. We wish them good luck on the water during the
2021 season! More angler cooperators are needed, and we'd be
pleased to welcome you aboard. Sign up by contacting Larry
Nashett at lnashett@roadrunner.com
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Did COVID-19 Affect the 2020 Angler Diary Program?
By Larry Nashett, Chair, Environmental Committee

Yes, indeed, the pandemic did affect the Upper Saranac Lake
Angler Diary Program! Two long-term and steadfast cooperators
did not travel to the lake last year. Nor did two new cooperators
who have indicated a sincere interest in the program. Only four co-
operators returned records of their fishing trips in 2020, however
the data they provided has been useful. Most focused their efforts
on bass fishing, as they have over the program’s course.

Cooperators caught 160 smallmouth bass in 2020 while specifi-
cally targeting them, resulting in a catch rate of 0.75 fish/hour.This
catch rate was slightly higher than the 0.70 fish/hour calculated for
2019. The figure below illustrates the smallmouth bass catch rate
for all anglers and also compares it to the catch rate logged by three
anglers (two of whom could not participate in 2020) who have
been part of the program since its inception.

The next figure depicts the length range of smallmouth bass in
the catch, broken into one-inch intervals. The 16.0-16.9-inch

July 2020
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Local Photos We are fortunate to have a talented photographer on the USLA Board.
Barbara Franklin, Zone Chair, shared pictures she took this past year of birds
and their babies in the Adirondacks. Thank you Barbara!

Loons in Back Bay and
northern part of the lake

Loon babies

Loon feeding baby

Loon family

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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Ducks on
Spring Pond

Heron Rookery in Elizabethtown — a great place to visit!

Baby ducklings
and their reflections

Mom and baby ducklings

Heron feeding time

Heron rookery

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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Golfers
The USLA Scholarship Fund is hosting its Second Annual Sum-

mer Golf Tournament at the Saranac Inn Golf and Country Club on
July 26. This tournament supports the annual scholarships that are
awarded in honor of Chip Harrison to deserving seniors at both
Saranac Lake and Tupper Lake Central Schools. Donations for the
tournament are $80 and include lunch, green fees and golf cart. The
tournament will be a team scramble with prizes for best men’s,
women’s and mixed teams. All proceeds will go to the USLA Schol-
arship Fund for the scholarships. Our tournament team is still work-
ing out some of the details but most of the information is in the ad-
jacent poster. More than $1000.00 worth of prizes were won at the
last tournament. So, start forming your teams and be ready for a
great time playing golf with friends at Saranac Inn and support a
worthy cause.

USLA Scholarship Fund
Summer Golf Tournament
Needs Sponsors

TheUSLA Scholarship Fund is in need of sponsors for its Second
Annual Summer Golf Tournament at the Saranac Inn Golf and
Country Club on July 26. Many lake residents and camps sponsored
our last tournament which supports our annual scholarships in the
memory of Chip Harrison that are awarded to deserving seniors at
both Saranca Lake and Tupper Lake Central Schools. Cheryl Joyce
and Jeff Dickson’s Edge of the Earth camp is the first to signup to be
a sponsor this year. It is only $100.00 to be a hole sponsor. Sponsor
form can be obtained by emailing me at resko480@aol.com. All pro-
ceeds will go to the USLA Scholarship Fund for scholarships. Please
help us support our local community and our future leaders.Tournament Poster

Membership
Report
Dean Butts Chair

USLA has received 234 membership renewals as of May 13. For
those who have not yet renewed for 2021, annual dues statements
were mailed end of April. Please fill out the Membership Form and
enclose it with your check for $45 in the self-addressed envelope
provided.

You may also renew online by going to the USLA website,
uppersaranac.com. Click on Membership, then Join/Renew. Our
goal is 556 paid members in order to meet our budget of $25,000
in dues income. We ended 2020 with 550 paid members, just 6
short of our goal.

Thank you to those who have already renewed.

The NewYork
Safe Boating
Courses for 2021 season

The NYS Safe Boating Course is being taught at the Santa Clara
Community Center. Please note, the new dates and times for the
classes.
WHEN: July 12th & 13th from 9 AM until 1 PM each day.

August 9th & 10th from 9 AM until 1 PM each day.
WHERE: The Santa Clara Community Center, located at 5367

State Route 30 just north of USL.
WHO: Anyone interested in taking the course must be at least

10 years of age by the first day of the course. Anyone 18
and over is required to pay a fee of $10.00 payable to
NYS upon completion of the course.The course runs for
2 mornings. You must attend both days to take and pass
the test in order to qualify for a certificate.

NOTE: NYS passed Brianna’s law in 2019. The law will be
phased in over 5 years and by 2025 everyone regardless
of their age MUST take and pass the NYS Safe Boating
Course if they operate a motor boat in NYS.

Course size is limited. Registration is required. Please contact
Lynne Perry to register or if you have any questions call her at 518-
359-2630 or lgper2@optonline.net

Michelle Brown Garcia will teach the course.

https://www.uppersaranac.com
mailto:resko480@aol.com
mailto:uppersaranac.com
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Cap	  $20	  

Car	  Decal	  $5	  

15	  oz.	  Etched	  Wine	  Glasses	  
$8	  each	  or	  Set	  of	  4	  for	  $30	  

Hoodies	  
Green	  ADK	  
Chair	  or	  
Brown	  
Canoe	  
M,	  L	  and	  	  
XL	  sizes	  	  
$40	  each	  

USL	  Map	  $5	  

All	  prices	  include	  tax.	  	  Cash	  or	  check	  only;	  checks	  to	  be	  made	  out	  to	  USLA	  Scholarship	  Fund.	  	  Email	  orders	  to	  
uslastore@gmail.com.	  	  Include	  size,	  quanVty,	  name	  and	  phone	  number.	  	  Pick	  up	  or	  local	  delivery	  available.	  	  	  	  

All	  proceeds	  benefit	  the	  Upper	  Saranac	  Lake	  Scholarship	  Fund	  

Youth	  Hoodies	  	  
(Green	  Canoe	  only)	  
S,	  M	  and	  L	  sizes	  $30	  

30”	  x	  60”	  Towel	  
(10.5	  lb.)	  $30	  22”	  x	  37”	  Map	  

Poster	  	  $10	  

24”	  x	  32”	  Centennial	  	  
Quilt	  Poster	  $10	  

Pre	  0rder	  
Towels	  

	  
The	  towels	  
will	  be	  
available	  
aber	  a	  

minimum	  	  
of	  50	  are	  
ordered.	  	  

The USLA Store is open again. Limited quantities of lake related
merchandise as seen in the poster are available. Items can be pur-
chased by emailing the order to uslastore@gmail.com or by going to
the Upper Saranac Lake Association website and using the "Store"

tab.We will have some new offerings for purchase in the near future.
If you have a favorite item that you would like the store to offer,
please email your idea to uslastore@gmail.com. Store items are only
available for local pickup or delivery by arrangement.

mailto:uslastore@gmail.com


ational watercraft so as not to generate too big a wake on his
beloved dock.

Irving is fondly remembered and sadly missed by his family,
who kindly request that those friends who wish to do so to please
make memorial contributions in his name to the Upper Saranac
Foundation, https://usfoundation.net, or to Beth Joseph Syna-
gogue, 59 Lake Street, Tupper Lake, NY 12986.

Condolences may be sent to Judy and the family c/o Susan
Cohen, 32 Londonderry Lane, Somers, NY 10589.The family re-
spectfully requests that, due to her advanced dementia, friends
and family not attempt to contact Judy directly. We will share
condolences with her as appropriate.
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In Memoriam
Frank Singsheim

Frank Singsheim, 84, passed away Thursday February 18,
2021. Frank was born and raised in Schenectady the son of the
late Leroy and Katherine (McNamara) Singsheim. He was edu-
cated at St. Joseph's Academy and a graduate of Siena College
where he played basketball. He received his Master's Degree in
Education from SUNY Oneonta. Frank was an elementary
school teacher with the North Colonie School District for many
years and after retiring he was a self-employed painter. He was a
long time communicant of St. Joseph's Church, enjoyed playing
fast pitch softball and officiating basketball games. Frank was an
avid Boston Celtics and Red Sox fan. He is survived by his
beloved wife of 65 years Norine (Hannon) Singsheim, their five
children, eight grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren
with one on the way.

Irving Cohen
Irving Cohen, longtime owner of Camp Pinebrook on

Gilpin Bay, died on Monday, March 15, at the age of 92 after
a long illness. He is survived by his wife, Judith, his daughter
Susan and her husband, Joel Silberman; his daughter Myra
and her husband Mark Wirzman; his son Harvey and his
husband, Michael Tardif; his granddaughters Julia and Re-
becca Silberman; and numerous cousins, nieces, nephews,
and their children.

Irving and Judy bought Camp Pinebrook in 1972 with Irv-
ing and Pauline Platnick. After both Irving and Pauline died
in 1998 and 2000, respectively, their portion of Camp Pine-
brook was purchased by Jon and Gina Landsberg. The Cohen
and Landsberg families have since enjoyed many wonderful
summers as neighbors and look forward to many more.

Irving and Judy were both New York City schoolteachers. The
Cohen family would decamp for Pinebrook from Queens for the
entire summer each year, and Susan, Myra, and Harvey enjoyed
enviable childhoods growing up on the lake. Irving and Judy
made many friends on the lake over the years and were a reliable
presence on the USL social circuit, attending or hosting count-
less lunches, cocktail and dinner parties, concerts, and USLA
meetings. They frequently attended Shabbat services at Beth
Joseph Synagogue in Tupper Lake, always followed by a small
dinner party with friends at the Pine Grove Restaurant. Judy or-
ganized a First Aid and CPR course that was held in the Pine-
brook boathouse for many years. Irving was a larger-than-life
character with a raucous laugh who bore more than a passing re-
semblance to the former New York City Mayor Ed Koch,
(though he was much bigger and taller!) for which he was
known, at times, to ham it up. He could often be seen on the
Pinebrook dock waiting for the mailboat or waving away recre-

Irving Cohen
November 8, 1928 – March 15, 2021

https://usfoundation.net
https://www.uppersaranac.com
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Brianna’s Law In
New York State

As of January 1, 2020, everyone operating a motorized vessel
will need a safety certificate by 2025.

If you were born on or after January 1, 1993, you will need the
certificate by the first time you operate a vessel in 2020.

If you were born on or after January 1, 1988, you will need the
certificate by the first time you operate a vessel in 2022.

If you were orn on or after January 1, 1983, you will need the
certificate by the first time you operate a vessel in 2023.

If you were born on of after January 1, 1978, you will need a
certificate by the first time you operate a vessel in 2024.

If you were born before 1978, you willneed a certificate by the
first time you operate a vessel in 2025.

As reported in previous newsletters, we believe: our organiza-
tion and membership should participate, contribute and collabo-
rate more effectively to fulfill our purpose; USLA membership
has invested heavily along with the Upper Saranac Foundation in
cleaning and protecting the waterways; and, USLA owners pay in
excess of 90% of the town taxes. It is with this purpose, belief, and
investment in mind that we originally expanded the Government
Affairs Committee early last Fall.

While our complete responses are available on our website, here
are some brief updates on topics we have engaged in recently:

1). Town of Santa Clara (TSC) Moratorium on commercial
development

USLA supported the moratorium indicating that TSC should
have defined regulations that are specific to commercial use versus
applying variances against residential code. We also proposed an
amendment to the moratorium to allowed general maintenance be
allowed during the moratorium.The law passed by the Town Board.

2). TSC created a Special Committee for Commercial Land
Use Code development – with an initial focus on
commercial marina regulations.

TSC has hired Chazen Companies to assist in developing a draft
document. USLA has participated and responded to each committee
meeting in writing.We have reviewed code from a number of various
towns within the Adirondacks and beyond, and have researched DEC
and APA information. USLA has made recommendations, sugges-
tions and identified concerns regarding Chazen and TSC recommen-
dations. Our goal is NOT to oppose development and progress but
rather serve as a collaborating stakeholder in enhancing andmaintain-
ing thewilderness character and pristinewaters for future generations.
We believe that it is essential that our business, residential, and State
owned facilities coexist within ourAdirondack community andmain-
tain the delicate balance necessary for all to positively exist.

3). USL Marine Variance – concurrently with Items 1 & 2
above, USL Marine submitted a variance to improve
Hickok’s marina.

The request was seeking to “upgrade existing docks and add
dock extensions, in an effort to revive the marina”. The drawing in-

cluded with the variance extended three docks each to 50 feet wide
by 235 feet long into Fish Creek Pond. USLA has not responded to
the variance request as it appears to be on hold during the morato-
rium and has not been scheduled for public comment.

4). TSC Short Term Rental regulations – the regulations
being developed are regarding any property being used for
rental purposes.

The last TSC Board meeting indicated that the regulations are
currently under legal review. While we have not seen the specific
document, discussions have included: bed capacity, septic overuse,
noise restrictions, vehicle parking, etc. At this time, we believe each
member should express his or her personal feelings and concerns
directly to the TSC when available for public comment.

5) Town of Santa Clara, Deerwood Subdivision Lot Parcel 9
The new owner of Lot 9 has applied for APA variances to the

original Deerwood subdivision regulations approved by the APA
in 1988. Lot 9 is within a wetland area that is also a tributary to
Upper Saranac Lake. USLA responded to the APA in writing by
their posted deadline date. Our response addressed the original
APA plan that was very specific in terms of the design and location
of any septic systems, especially for lots 9 and 10 in the subdivision.
Other areas of concern in the owner’s application included a sepa-
rate garage with living quarters (APA Deerwood Approval allows
for one dwelling per lot), a boat house (APA Approval allows for a
dock, but specifically not a boat house), wooden walkways through
the wetland area in excess of the size and location allowed and tree
cutting that seems relatively undefined. We clearly stated that we
welcome development within the rules set forth by the original
APA permit but oppose any variances that endangers the environ-
ment and/or water quality of Upper Saranac Lake.

As you can see there are many opportunities where the USLA
Government Affairs Committee can perhaps influence the out-
come of important issues within our watershed.

If you have questions, check out the website or please feel free to
reach out to a committee member. If you have an interest in partic-
ipating and helping out, please let us know.

USLA Government Affairs Committee Report
By: Dave Powalyk, Vice President
Members: Larry Koch, Dave Powalyk, Lynne Perry, Cindy Rosenwald, Neil Kolsky

New Boating Law In
NewYork State
Effective April 1, 2021

Do you own a motor boat less than 26 ft. long? If so you should
be aware of a new law in NYS.

This new law states that if you have an Engine Cut-off Switch on
your vessel you must use it or you will receive a ticket. Any Motor
Boat that was manufactured after January 1, 2021 has them al-
though Engine Cut-off Switches were installed in some boats be-
fore that.The switch is similar to the ones you see on a PWC. If you
need more information go to the Coast Guard’s website:
www.uscgboating.org

https://www.uppersaranac.com
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The Upper Saranac Foundation (USF) has been preparing all
winter for the 2021 season. Now that lake and boating season is
upon us, we’re ready for action. Here is what you can expect from
USF this year:

After another effective year of reducing aquatic invasive species
(AIS), USF will continue management efforts and expand the pro-
gram into contributing tributaries. USF will also focus resources
on prevention of new AIS introductions.

USF and our boat launch owner partners will be implementing
Watercraft Launching Guidelines, which emphasize the impor-
tance of encouraging watercraft users to meet the CLEANED,
DRAINED AND DRIED standard of protection before arriving to
the Upper Saranac Lake area. These guidelines are available elec-
tronically on the USF web page for the purpose of distributing to
friends, guests, and other visitors.

Additionally, starting on Memorial Day, numerous Adirondack
Watershed Steward Inspection and Decontamination Stations will
be open throughout the Adirondacks. Locations and hours can be
found at adkcleanboats.com. Watershed Stewards are available to
provide inspections and decontaminations, free of charge.

Water quality samples of seven tributaries, the main lake, and

the lake’s outlet are being periodically tested. The Environmental
Monitoring Platform will again be deployed, providing real time
data on the meteorological and valuable physical, chemical, and bi-
ological characteristics of the lake. This data helps us better under-
stand the effects of human activities on the watershed in an effort
to guide lake management decisions. Data and a live camera feed is
accessible on our web page.

USF continues to gather information to formalize an updated
Watershed Management Plan. This plan is a guiding document to
help protect the quality of the waterways, the future of the water-
shed, and establish the framework for future state funding grant
proposals. Input is encouraged by joining public participation
meetings held via Zoom. For more information on the Manage-
ment Plan, visit

adkwatershed.org/community/upper-saranac-lake-watershed-
management-plan.

For additional information on USF’s role in protecting the wa-
tershed and to access data from the Environmental Monitoring
Platform, visit usfoundation.net — better yet, sign up for the news-
feed on the top right corner of our web page.

Guy Middleton, Lake Manager

https://adkcleanboats.com
https://adkwatershed.org/community/upper-saranac-lake-watershed-management-plan
https://usfoundation.net

